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Title
Breast cancer: the proportion of patients with breast cancer (invasive or in situ) who had a pre-operative
definitive diagnosis (B5 or C5).
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Measure Domain

Primary Measure Domain
Clinical Quality Measures: Process

Secondary Measure Domain
Does not apply to this measure

Brief Abstract

Description
This measure is used to assess the proportion of patients with breast cancer (invasive or in situ) who had
a pre-operative definitive diagnosis (B5 or C5).

Rationale
Since 1990, in the United States and many European countries, breast cancer mortality is decreasing by
1% to 2% per year, thanks to early detection and improved treatment. However, it has been reported
that there were still wide differences in treatment offered to patients with breast cancer in terms of
mastectomy and radiotherapy rates and use of adjuvant chemotherapy and hormone therapy. It has also
been shown that the specialised breast cancer care was associated with a significant reduction in
mortality. Breast cancer care is complex, onerous and expensive; therefore, quality measurements are
essential to monitor effectiveness and to guide improvements in healthcare.
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Primary Health Components
Breast cancer (invasive or in situ); pre-operative diagnosis

Denominator Description
Number of patients with breast cancer (invasive or in situ)

Numerator Description
Number of patients with breast cancer (invasive or in situ) who had a pre-operative definitive diagnosis
(B5 or C5)

Evidence Supporting the Measure

Type of Evidence Supporting the Criterion of Quality for the Measure
A formal consensus procedure, involving experts in relevant clinical, methodological, public health and
organizational sciences

One or more research studies published in a National Library of Medicine (NLM) indexed, peer-reviewed
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journal

Additional Information Supporting Need for the Measure
Motivation: To reduce the number of unnecessary operations, to plan complete assessment and
treatment, and for patient counselling
Level of evidence: III*

*Graded according to the short version of the U.S. Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) classification. For more information
regarding the developer's methodology, refer to the original source document.

Evidence for Additional Information Supporting Need for the Measure

Del Turco MR, Ponti A, Bick U, Biganzoli L, Cserni G, Cutuli B, Decker T, Dietel M, Gentilini O, Kuehn T,
Mano MP, Mantellini P, Marotti L, Poortmans P, Rank F, Roe H, Scaffidi E, van der Hage JA, Viale G,
Wells C, Welnicka-Jaskiewicz M, Wengstom Y, Cataliotti L. Quality indicators in breast cancer care. Eur
J Cancer. 2010 Sep;46(13):2344-56. PubMed

Extent of Measure Testing
Unspecified

State of Use of the Measure

State of Use
Current routine use

Current Use
not defined yet

Application of the Measure in its Current Use

Measurement Setting
Ambulatory/Office-based Care

Ambulatory Procedure/Imaging Center

Hospital Inpatient

Hospital Outpatient

Professionals Involved in Delivery of Health Services
not defined yet

Least Aggregated Level of Services Delivery Addressed
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Single Health Care Delivery or Public Health Organizations

Statement of Acceptable Minimum Sample Size
Unspecified

Target Population Age
Unspecified

Target Population Gender
Either male or female

National Strategy for Quality Improvement in Health
Care

National Quality Strategy Aim
Better Care

National Quality Strategy Priority
Prevention and Treatment of Leading Causes of Mortality

Institute of Medicine (IOM) National Health Care Quality
Report Categories

IOM Care Need
Getting Better

Living with Illness

IOM Domain
Effectiveness

Data Collection for the Measure

Case Finding Period
Unspecified



Denominator Sampling Frame
Patients associated with provider

Denominator (Index) Event or Characteristic
Clinical Condition

Patient/Individual (Consumer) Characteristic

Denominator Time Window
not defined yet

Denominator Inclusions/Exclusions
Inclusions
Number of patients with breast cancer (invasive or in situ)

Exclusions
Unspecified

Exclusions/Exceptions
not defined yet

Numerator Inclusions/Exclusions
Inclusions
Number of patients with breast cancer (invasive or in situ) who had a pre-operative definitive diagnosis
(B5 or C5)

Exclusions
Unspecified

Numerator Search Strategy
Fixed time period or point in time

Data Source
Paper medical record

Type of Health State
Does not apply to this measure

Instruments Used and/or Associated with the Measure
Unspecified



Computation of the Measure

Measure Specifies Disaggregation
Does not apply to this measure

Scoring
Rate/Proportion

Interpretation of Score
Desired value is a higher score

Allowance for Patient or Population Factors
not defined yet

Standard of Comparison
not defined yet

Prescriptive Standard
Minimum standard: 80%
Target: 90%

Evidence for Prescriptive Standard

Del Turco MR, Ponti A, Bick U, Biganzoli L, Cserni G, Cutuli B, Decker T, Dietel M, Gentilini O, Kuehn T,
Mano MP, Mantellini P, Marotti L, Poortmans P, Rank F, Roe H, Scaffidi E, van der Hage JA, Viale G,
Wells C, Welnicka-Jaskiewicz M, Wengstom Y, Cataliotti L. Quality indicators in breast cancer care. Eur
J Cancer. 2010 Sep;46(13):2344-56. PubMed
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Original Title
3: Pre-operative diagnosis.

Measure Collection Name
Quality Indicators in Breast Cancer Care
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Funding Source(s)
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Financial Disclosures/Other Potential Conflicts of Interest
None declared.

Adaptation
This measure was not adapted from another source.

Date of Most Current Version in NQMC
2010 Jun

Measure Maintenance
Unspecified

Date of Next Anticipated Revision
Unspecified

Measure Status



This is the current release of the measure.

The measure developer reaffirmed the currency of this measure in January 2017.

Measure Availability
Source available from the European Society of Breast Cancer Specialists (EUSOMA) Web site 

.

For more information, contact M. Rosselli Del Turco at Email: secretariat@eusoma.org; Web site:
www.eusoma.org .

NQMC Status
This NQMC summary was completed by ECRI Institute on August 24, 2012. The information was verified
by the measure developer on October 4, 2012.

The information was reaffirmed by the measure developer on January 9, 2017.

Copyright Statement
This article was published in the European Journal of Cancer, Vol. 46, Del Turco MR, Ponti A, Bick U,
Biganzoli L, Cserni G, Cutuli B, Decker T, Dietel M, Gentilini O, Kuehn T, Mano MP, Mantellini P, Marotti L,
Poortmans P, Rank F, Roe H, Scaffidi E, van der Hage JA, Viale G, Wells C, Welnicka-Jaskiewicz M,
Wengstom Y, Cataliotti L, Quality indicators in breast cancer care, 2344-56, Copyright Elsevier (2010).
This permission is granted for non-exclusive world English rights only. For other languages please reapply
separately for each one required. Permission excludes use in a print form. Should you have a specific print
project in mind please reapply for permission. Reproduction of this material is confined to the purpose for
which permission is hereby given.

Production

Source(s)

Del Turco MR, Ponti A, Bick U, Biganzoli L, Cserni G, Cutuli B, Decker T, Dietel M, Gentilini O, Kuehn T,
Mano MP, Mantellini P, Marotti L, Poortmans P, Rank F, Roe H, Scaffidi E, van der Hage JA, Viale G,
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Disclaimer

NQMC Disclaimer
The National Quality Measures Clearinghouseâ„¢ (NQMC) does not develop, produce, approve, or endorse
the measures represented on this site.

All measures summarized by NQMC and hosted on our site are produced under the auspices of medical
specialty societies, relevant professional associations, public and private organizations, other government
agencies, health care organizations or plans, individuals, and similar entities.

Measures represented on the NQMC Web site are submitted by measure developers, and are screened

/Home/Disclaimer?id=36488&contentType=summary&redirect=http%3a%2f%2fwww.eusoma.org%2fdoc%2fguideline.recommendations.Eusoma.QI.pdf
mailto:secretariat@eusoma.org
/Home/Disclaimer?id=36488&contentType=summary&redirect=http%3a%2f%2fwww.eusoma.org%2f
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=pubmed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=20675120


solely to determine that they meet the NQMC Inclusion Criteria.

NQMC, AHRQ, and its contractor ECRI Institute make no warranties concerning the content or its
reliability and/or validity of the quality measures and related materials represented on this site.
Moreover, the views and opinions of developers or authors of measures represented on this site do not
necessarily state or reflect those of NQMC, AHRQ, or its contractor, ECRI Institute, and inclusion or
hosting of measures in NQMC may not be used for advertising or commercial endorsement purposes.

Readers with questions regarding measure content are directed to contact the measure developer.
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